Romeo and Juliet by Williams Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet  have similiar changes along the play, and part of these are shown in Act II of it.  Romeo and Juliet change their personalities throughout the play and their new attitudes contribute to develope the themes of it such as, love, hate, society in that time.
The balcony scene shows the angelical, fearful and insecure Juliet that is aware of what it means falling in love with Romeo, the enemy of her family for being a Capulet. “If they do see thee, they will murder thee. By whose direction found'st thou out this place?” and she wants to convince herself and be sure that Romeo’s feelings are pure and true. “O gentle Romeo, If thou dost love, pronounce it faithfully”  Juliet’s words are deep, hence she takes this love in a serious way. On the other hand, Romeo is brave and romantic but in a melodramatic way, because he crosses through the enemy walls to see his love without considering the consequences. “I have night's cloak to hide me from their sight; And but thou love me, let them find me here: My life were better ended by their hate, Than death prorogued, wanting of thy love”. Romeo changes his love for Rosalia so fast when he meets Juliet; nevertheless, the difference between these two lovers is that Romeo never expresses his love for Rosalia directly, instead he is willing to declare his love to Juliet  at the time he goes to see her at her balcony. At the beggining of the play, Romeo felt a superficial and teenager love for Rosaline, in contrast to what love meant to Juliet, which is a gift, “My bounty is as boundless as the sea, My love as deep; the more I give to thee,The more I have, for both are infinite”. In spite of it, in the balcony scene Romeo begins to be a pasionate and eager man who is willing to do anything for love, even to die. A simililar situation happens with Juliet, for at the beggining she was the typical woman of the renaissance era; she was submissive and respectful with the family decisions, but then in the balcony scene, she became the initiator and rebels against her family traditions without letting them know the situation and accept Romeo as a husband and take her destiny in her own hands.


According to Act II Scene II, the changes between Romeo and Juliet characters and the courageous personalities adopted by them contribute directly in the themes of the play.
The main theme is the love between Romeo and Juliet that it is reflected on the decision of getting married in private to complete their pure love. The balcony scene is the main fact where they express each other eternal love. Juliet and Romeo´s love is passionate, ideal and pure. Love is stronger than hate, because it is not affected by social norms. They knew the consequences that could bring this love, but they ignored this absurd rivalry and continued it even though it was an impossible love. In spite of it all, love overcomes. Romeo: “The exchange of thy love's faithful vow for mine.”  Juliet “I gave thee mine before thou didst request it: And yet I would it were to give again.” The ancestral hatred that the two families have is reflected on the fear that juliet demonstrates when they begin to talk on the balcony. She needs to make sure that Romeo´s feelings are true, and to fight for this love. “Dost thou love me? I know thou wilt say 'Ay,' And I will take thy word: yet if thou swear'st, Thou mayst prove false; at lovers' perjuries Then say, Jove laughs”. Both love and hate are connected with passion, both are intense ways that the characters express. The balcony scene starts Romeo and Juliet´s struggle against the society. It is a conflict between society and individual. They are determined to be together by taking risks and taking their fate in their hands against society, which at the same time it is against them.
To conclude, this immediate and crushing love is expressed in the balcony extract and the changes that the main characters, Romeo and Juliet, experience thoughout the play like Romeo becoming braver and taking love as a signifier, and also Juliet who became a initiator and a courageous person, allowing to carry the themes of the play out, such as the eternal love of the characters that belong to similar families, but with them hating each other, so Romeo and Juliet have to fight against their family to be together; therefore,the balcony scene is the beggining of Romeo and Juliets’ love which later becomes a tragedy.

