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[bookmark: _GoBack]During the reading of this essay you will find some relevant information mainly focused on the reading skill. We as teachers consider this skill one of the most important one given that reading is the receptive skill in the written mode. It can develop independently of listening and speaking skills, but often develops along with them, especially in societies with a highly-developed literary tradition. Reading can help build vocabulary that helps listening comprehension at the later stages, also have a positive effect on students’ vocabulary, spelling and writing. Therefore, we will analyze it trying to look for similarities and comparisons of the texts and in our research. This comparative essay will be focused on the relevant ideas of three imperative authors: Jeremy Harmer, David Nunan, and Francoise Grellet, paying special attention to all points of view between similarities and differences of the reading skill. Why teaching reading is important? This question will be answered in the following essay.
Regarding the texts we have read, is relevant to mention that they all agree in the definition of extensive and intensive reading. Extensive reading, according to Harmer (1998)” refers to the reading which students do often (but not exclusively) away from the classroom” and Intensive reading, according to Nunan (2003)” involves a short reading passage followed by textbook activities to develop comprehension and/or a particular reading skill”. Extensively reading, according to Greller (1981) “is usually for one's pleasure and intensive reading as shorter text to extract specific information”. Besides, the authors wrote similar teaching principles. Even Though are not in the same order of importance they all point out that the teacher should contextualize the reading activity in such a way that students feel engaged with what they are reading. Taking this into consideration can help to generate more interest in students to keep on reading. 

The authors agree with the idea of students’ engagement with the reading text, because to develop a good quality learning they have to feel connected with the content and this way they can produce better results and teacher need to be a facilitator to encourage student to achieve comprehension. Harmer (1998) state that “teachers should view themselves as facilitators, helping each reader discover what works the best” According to Nunan (2003) “Outside normal lesson time, when the students are reading extensively, they should involved in joyful reading” while Grellet (1981) “There must be variety in range of exercises. This is an important in motivation” 

          The three authors present strategies for reading activities. Nunan (2003), Harmer (1998) and Grellet (1981) state that the most important aspect of reading skill is the development of reading comprehension, for that reason the authors agree on the use of reading skills such as, scanning, skimming, predicting, reading for details, which help the reading to be more fluent by analyzing, synthesizing the content of the text, and comprehend it.  Harmer (1998) points out that “students should be able to scan the text for particular bits of information first, then to skim a text to get a general idea of what it is about and finally reading for detailed comprehension”. Grellet (1981) states that “first readers have to predicting in order to find out the required information, then anticipation, which is related to motivation that the reader have, finally skimming and scanning are specific reading techniques necessary for quick and efficient reading” Nunan (2003) state that “skills such as scanning, skimming, predicting, and identifying main ideas get students to approach reading in different ways”

           Even though there are several similarities between the authors, they also disagree in some other aspects.

According to Harmer (1998) “reading is a useful for language acquisition.” Reading also has a positive effect on students´ vocabulary knowledge, on their spelling and on their writing, whereas Nunan (2003) “reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to build meaning”. Reading is a useful tool to any exposure in English, also reading is a remarkable in the process of learning for any student; nevertheless, we cannot avoid that reading is one of the four abilities (listening, writing, speaking, and reading) that a good teacher should incorporate with the purpose of fulfilling a comprehensible knowledge about the text. On the other hand, Grellet (1981) points out that reading is a situation in which “reader will quickly reject the irrelevant information and find what he is looking for”. In those cases, the reading skill is seen as a tool but with different purposes.

Besides, there is one principle that is not mentioned by the other authors, for they are only focused on the student, this is:” build assessment and evaluation into your teaching”. In this case Nunan (2003) considers the reading process as a powerful instance to apply a quantitative assessment, in order to mark it and control the training of students on this skill.

Moreover; Nunan (2003) points out the principle of reader's background knowledge which can affect positive and negative on the reader's “Background knowledge includes all of the experiences that the reader brings to the text” which the other authors do not mentioned, perhaps Nunan explains it in the principles of prediction that when readers start to read, they frequently have a good idea of the content of the text.

All in all, the ideas previously mentioned by the authors Jeremy Harmer, David Nunan, and Francoise Grellet show in detail why teaching reading and the strategies should be well organized: it is not a task we can come up with in the moment. We could answer ourselves the questions: What do we read? Why do we read? and How do we read? and from there it motivated us to make an analysis of the class before teaching how to read and also informed us, provided that we can write better lesson plans for our students, for we got conscious about that reading process is not only learn how to read, but also how to get a better understanding of the text, which will help students in the future.
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